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Lancashire Police Authority Officially ‘Performs Well’
The findings of the first joint HMIC (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary) and Audit Commission Inspection of Lancashire Police Authority, the independent watchdog responsible for overseeing the delivery of local policing and checking that local policing priorities are met, are highly reassuring for local residents.
The Authority is pleased that the report, issued today, states that it performs well and recognises the effective, robust and innovative approaches that the Authority undertakes to hold Lancashire Constabulary to account for its performance.
The report makes reference to leadership, effectiveness and influence detailing that 'The Authority provides strong leadership on policing strategy and uses this effectively to influence Constabulary priorities and to establish challenging targets for local policing'.

The Authority's innovative and sustained approach to community engagement was also recognised with HMIC awarding the highest score achievable in this area referencing that "The Authority performs excellently in this area.  It has a sustained and innovative approach to engagement which gives it a very good understanding of local needs and aspirations for the police service."
Chair of the Authority, Malcolm Doherty, said: “We welcome HMIC’s findings.  This report is validation that we do our job well, driving the Constabulary to ongoing performance improvements as a result of our scrutiny.  As one of the first Police Authorities to be inspected we are delighted to see that Lancashire has come through the process in such a positive fashion.”

“It is our job to make sure that people in Lancashire receive a police service that keeps them safe and makes them feel safe, a service that is effective and efficient.  As such the Inspection considered every area of our work.”  
Chief Executive of Lancashire Police Authority, Miranda Carruthers-Watt added: “We have always strongly believed that as local taxpayers, Lancashire residents have a right to shape the way in which their police service is delivered.  We were particularly pleased to be recognised as outstanding in our work to engage local people and take their views into account.
“However, although we are pleased with the positive findings in this report, we are not complacent and will not stop working for further improvements.  We have representatives sitting on various national bodies working to see how we can further develop the role of Police Authorities, in ensuring that the best possible services are provided to the people of Lancashire.
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“Although the report highlights a number of strengths in our performance, where improvements are needed we will address these carefully, looking at all of the reports and feedback that the Authority has received and implementing a planned process designed to ensure continual improvements.”

Police Authority inspections are designed to provide a simple report in a straightforward way about how well each Police Authority is performing.
Lancashire Police Authority is one of 43 Police Authorities in England and Wales. Its key responsibilities are securing an efficient and effective police force for Lancashire and holding the Chief Constable to account.  The Inspectors noted that the Authority has a clear vision set out in the Lancashire Local Policing Plan 2009-12.  This sets out policing policy and it is agreed annually by the Authority with the Constabulary.  Priorities are neighbourhood policing; quality; diversity and protecting people.
-Ends-

Notes to Editors:

Lancashire Police Authority comprises 17 members (nine councillors and eight independent members) and is responsible for securing an efficient and effective police force for Lancashire and holding the Chief Constable to account.
Press enquiries, Sallie Blair, 01283 821012 / 07702 541401
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